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James 1..  Nlathcwson, Chairnran
Missouri  Gaming Commission
3-117 Knipp Drive, PO Box 18.17
Jef f  erson Cit) ' ,  I l lO 651 02

t)car Mr. N,lathewson,

'l'hc history of our nation is written not onl) b1' the people wl.ro lived it, but
shapcd b1' tltc vcry land itself. Nlany of the fih.ns I've produced The West, Lewis
& Clark, lvlark Twain, and especially 'f he National ParJrs have convinced me that
tl.tc shccr physicality of this great continent we inhabit l.ras plal'ed iL crucial role ir.r
lvhat kind of people and nation we became.

Nowherc is th is morc true than in the heart  of  America, where hl 'o of  the
world 's might iest  r ivcrs thc N, l issour i  and the lv l ississippi  come together.  I t  was
whcrc the Lewis and Clark expedit ion began, and where i t  ended. I t  lvas lvhere
Samuel ( l lemens became Nlark ' l 'wain.  And i t  was whcrc so manl,othcr cpic
Anreric:rn stories got thcir start: from the fur traders and mountain men to the
pionccrs and -19crs, from the steamboat era to the Civil War, frorn Arnericir's
past imc basebal l  to America's unique music jazz and the blues.

l lut  the conf luence of the Nl issour i  and N{ississippi  has a value that
transcends history.  I t  is  a sanctuar),  fbr wi ld l i f  e.  And i t  is a placc of-bcauty ' ,  a
sanctuary for the soul, rvhere we can refresh our spirits and rcconncct wi(lr tlrc
natural world.

Placcs ol such significance deserve to be cherished and preserved, as
' l 'heodorc Rooscvelt  taught us,  " for our chi ldren and our chi ldren's chi ldrcn, rv i th
thcir  maicst ic beauty al l  unmarred."
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