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September 28, 2010

Mr. James L. Mathewson, Chair
Missouri Gaming Commission
P.O. Box 2847

Jefferson City MO 65102

Dear Chair Mathewson,

[ am writing to implore you and your colleagues on the Missouri Gaming Commission
to reject the applications for an additional casino in the St. Louis region.

Two applications have been submitted for casinos in north St. Louis County. Both
should be denied the thirteenth and last license for a casino in the state for the same reasons:
First, the casino industry has more than saturated the regional market - with four in Missouri
and two in [linois. The most recent addition, in south St. Louis County, has primarily allracted
gamblers from the other casinos, causing them Lo lose revenue and bringing in very few new
gamblers.

Second, independent research discovered that a majority of residents of North County
do not want a casine in their community. They know the gambling industry causes permanent
changes to the look, feel, spirit and physical characteristics of where they live.

Third, both applications have environmental issues. The application for a casino next Lo
the Chain of Rocks Bridge over the Mississippi River would develop and pave a huge footprint
immediately next to the fresh waler intake for the drinking water supply for the entire St. Louis
region, endangering the water from the inevitable runoff.

The environmental impact of the other application would be even more destructive. As
opponents to the development -- Save the Confluence Coalition -- note, the “377-acre multi
building complex, including a convention center with parking for 8,000 cars in unincorporated
Spanish Lake ... equivalent to almost 300 football fields ... is in the very heart of the fragile
wetlands area surrounding the confluence [of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers} and
immediately adjacent to Columbia Bottom Conservation Area. The noise, light, stormwater
runoff and traffic pollution would have a devastating impact on this sensitive and nationally
significant historical and environmental treasure.”

I would argue that the environmental degradation would have a more serious impacl on
tourism than any positive impact another casino would have on tourism (particularly noting
that the most recent experience with casino expansion proves no meaningful addition of
tourists). My husband and [ entertain numerous out-of-town guests - many of them from
abroad. One of our favorite destinations to take them is the confluence of our two mighty
rivers. Were the casino to be built at Columbia Boltom | would stop taking guests there because






